CHAPTER NINE
So little is known of the much misjudged Armenians, and
even less of their country, that I think it might be of
interest to refresh our minds as to what this people has
done for civilization. Since they have been so scandalously
betrayed by our own nation, the least we can do is to
appreciate their history and service to culture.
It is not generally realized, for instance, that the walls
of St. Sophia in Stamboul were rebuilt in the tenth century
by the Armenian architect Tiridates, that the dome of the
cathedral at Aix-la-Chapelle, of the church of St. Satairus
at Milan and St. Peter's in Rome are Armenian in style and
not, as often supposed, Byzantine-Roman. The cupola
dome of St. Sophia itself is also Armenian, built from the
design of the Armenian Sinan. Also the magnificent tomb
of Theodoric the Great at Ravenna was built by an
Armenian named Daniel.
Among modern artists in the Near East was the famous
gold-worker, Mkritctt Melconian; the precious stone
engraver, Mkritch Benderian; the Duzian family who
designed all the coins for the Ottoman Empire; the Balian
family who were the architects of most of the famous
palaces at Constantinople; and Vordik Kimhadjian, perhaps
the most famous ebony worker the world has ever known.
Nubar Pasha, the great Egyptian statesman, was an
Armenian; whilst all the technical posts of importance in
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